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1. Introduction and Welcome 

The one-day round table conference commenced with a formal inauguration 

session. Dr. Minal Mapuskar opened the proceedings by welcoming the gathered 

dignitaries. In her opening remarks, she highlighted the historical legacy of the 

Deccan Education Society, providing context to the institution's longstanding 

commitment to academic excellence and nation-building. Following this, Dr. Harshad 

Bhosale, In-charge Principal of Kirti College, extended a warm welcome to the 

guests, setting a collaborative tone for the day. 

2. Felicitations of Dignitaries 

The session included a formal felicitation of the distinguished guests who contributed 

their expertise to the dialogue: 

• Ms. Elizabeth Orlando: Economic and Political Officer at the U.S. Consulate 

General Office, Mumbai. 

• Dr. Harinder Sekhon: A key dignitary who was instrumental in setting the thematic 

tone for the round table discussions. 

• Shri Sunil Mehta: Vice President of the Deccan Education Society, who was 

welcomed in the presence of Advocate Neel Helekar (Chairman, CDC Kirti College) 

and Shri M.B. Kekare (Council Member, Deccan Education Society). 

3. Keynote and Strategic Context 

Dr. Harinder Sekhon delivered the opening address, establishing the foundational 

framework for the "Pathways to a Strategic Reciprocity" theme. The session 

emphasized the evolving nature of Indo-US ties, focusing on both diplomatic strategy 

and economic synergy. 

4. Presence of Eminent Scholars 

The inauguration was graced by the presence of prominent academics and experts, 

including: 

• Dr. C. Rangraj ; Prof. Mrudul Nile 



Their participation underscored the academic rigour of the event, ensuring that the 

subsequent discussions on economic partnership would be grounded in scholarly 

research and geopolitical analysis. 

5. Conclusion of the Session 

The inauguration successfully transitioned the event into the core round table 

discussions. The presence of U.S. diplomatic representation alongside the 

leadership of the Deccan Education Society and Kirti College marked a significant 

step in fostering academic dialogue on international relations. 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 


